
2017 News and Victories
Fall—it’s the best time of year to 
run. Beautiful trees, leaves that 
crunch under your feet and 
superb temperatures! Fall also 
brings us closer to the end of our 
year and gives us a time to reflect.
 
Annie’s Locker never ceases to 
amaze me! We started 2017 with 
some aspirations. We hoped to 
find a worthy recipient for our 
Annual Share a Pair campaign. We 
wanted to partner with our gener-
ous volunteers at the Rockford 
Rescue Mission who assist both 
men’s and women’s recovery groups to inspire them to seek fitness as a goal. We also 
wanted to declare our first “finisher” in our Laces to Races Program.
 
With 100% board participation and financial support from our generous donors we were 
able to do all those things and raise $10,000! This year’s Share A Pair campaign reached 
new heights. We equipped four local charities with running shoes, marching boots, and 
playground equipment for programs that would otherwise go without.
 
The generous financial donations to this years campaign will allow us to continue our 
programs.

 • The “Locker”: We remain true to our original goal of providing shoes and clothing to 
anyone that requests these items through our website. This year we were able to support 
more than 40 requests for shoes, socks and workout attire. If we do not have the request-
ed item in our locker, we purchase at a reasonable cost. In 2017, we spent $400 to equip 
people to lead healthier lives!
 
• Race Sponsorships: We draw inspiration from helping people complete races. You 
may have seen ladies from the Rockford Rescue Mission participate in a few races along 
with participants in our Laces to Races Program. In total, we spent $900 to send over 30 
people to a race of their choice! (We do limit the requests to twice a year).

Annie’s Locker was started in 2008. 
Inspired by a fellow runner who died 
in 2007, the idea was born to do 
something to inspire people toward 
a healthier lifestyle.

Our Mission
Inspiring and equipping people to 

lead healthier lives.

Our Vision 
Improved physical fitness can have 

a positive impact on all areas of 
people’s lives. We hope to help 

people find their “wings.”

Our Heart
Running For Two (R42)

In 2007, a fellow runner and friend 
battling cancer asked for one thing: 
“Please run for me until I can run 
again.” That request from our name-
sake, Annie, was the seed that later 
grew into Annie’s Locker. Running 
for Two is about keeping a meta-
phorical candle burning for someone 
in need while running or exercising. 
Running For Two for someone who 
is struggling can be a very powerful 
form of prayer and support. We have 
“run” for many and have seen amaz-
ing things happen while Running For 
Two. Annie’s Locker and Running For 
Two is not just about running–we are 
planting seeds in our world, building 
community, and assisting those who 
are struggling. Our goal is to inspire 
our recipients as well as our donors 
and volunteers.
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ANNIE’S LOCKER IS SEEKING 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 2018

Have passion for our mission? 
We are always seeking new 
volunteers in many areas. 

Visit annieslocker.org for more 
information and to sign up today!
Email info@annieslocker.org

  A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT



continued from pg 1,  

While providing children with 

the physical tools they need to 

lead fit, healthier lives, we are 

also challenging them to think 

beyond themselves, to change 

the direction of our city not just 

by staying fit for themselves but 

also by inspiring others, 

motivating them and sharing 

their love and the joys of the 

benefits of a healthier lifestyle.
2017 Share a Pair Recipients

 • Laces to Races: This program is a newer component of Annie’s Locker and led by Troy 
Skwor with assistance from Meredith Stoll. As participants work their way through the 
challenges of sobriety, Laces to Races is set up to help graduates transition better into 
our community. Through a short term YMCA membership, they can continue to work 
out, thus aiding in overcoming personal struggles, as well as meeting other people who 
could befriend and inspire them to reach their goals. The program provides necessary 
athletic shoes and requires participants to work out at least twice a week for all three 
months of membership.

• Rockford Rescue Mission: On a weekly basis, we invite volunteers to support and 
assist us as we work to help the residents of the Men’s and Women’s Life Recovery 
Programs with walking programs and other fitness related activities.
 
• Our Annual Share A Pair Campaign: We changed it up a bit this year and invited non 
profit organizations who work with underserved individuals in the community to apply 
for assistance so they could implement a fitness plan within their organization. We 
began the application process in March and selected our recipients in April. We still 
supplied shoes to organizations; we just spread it out to four worthy, smaller charities 
which allowed us to further our reach into the community to promote living a healthy 
lifestyle. With our assistance, they can begin to support our vision of improved physical 
fitness that can have a positive impact on all areas of peoples lives.

• Windsor Elementary School “Well Wasp” Program received 25 pair of running shoes 
in May to equip them for their annual school track meet.
 
• Girls on the Run received financial assistance to purchase shoes for students that 
would otherwise go without proper footwear.
 
• YAVO: Youth Against Violence Organization is an active Marching and Drum Line 
that performs all around the area. They work with low- income students and families 
teaching them the skills of teamwork, fitness and respect. This was by far the neatest 
program we have ever served. We provided YAVO with proper marching boots that 
allowed them to perform in local parades marching up to 2 miles every time. They 
performed at our kickoff event on August 3 at Lucha Cantina.
 
• Rockford Day Nursery: We provided the school age children of this amazing program 
with proper gym shoes. 49 pairs to be exact and gave them the necessary funds to pur-
chase basketball hoops, tether ball game along with assistance in playground markings 
for games.

As we begin to say goodbye to 2017 we are excited about 2018. It will mark our 10th 
year as an organization. What started out as collecting gently used shoes and clothing is 
now this amazing community minded charity. We could never have done it without the 
support of our awesome running community and our friends!
 
If you feel like this is something you’d like to be a part of please contact any board 
member or call Annie’s Locker at 815-312-6658. Everyone’s talents are appreciated and 
needed!
Sincerely, Terri Odell, Annie’s Locker President



A WORD FROM OUR RECIPIENTS

Dear Annie’s Locker,

On behalf of my future runners 
and my co-coaches, thank you 
so much for the generous grant!

We are humbled and so appre-
ciative of your time and financial 
support. We cannot wait to 
surprise our girls with this awe-
some gift!

Most of our girls do not have 
gym shoes, let alone proper 
running shoes. Your generous
grant will enable our girls to 
have a portion of their running 
shoes paid for this spring
running season.

Thank you again for 
enabling our girls to have 
a successful Girls on the 
Run season. You truly are 
empowering a marginal-
ized community to grow 
into strong, confident 
individuals and leaders.

In gratitude,

Rosie Finelli

Windsor Well Wasps was started this last school year (2016-2017) with the intention 
to get kids moving and trained for a 5k run.  Harlem School District’s Windsor El-
ementary School in Loves Park was a recipient of the Action for Healthy Kids grant.  
The grant allowed for all of the interested students to run the Harlem 5k Huskie 
Hustle at no charge.  They also got a pretty cool shirt too.  

In December, we recruited 25 interested students.  They were raring to go!  We 
had no equipment and very little space to condition for our run.  However through 
circuit training and a little creativity, we made it work.  Each week we would start 
our training sessions with a motivational “Meme of the Day’ and discuss how the 
quote could be used while doing physical activity, at school, or in life in general.  We 
also tried to make things fun and end with an active game that required little to no 
equipment.  The point……you can be physically active and healthy with persever-
ance and creativity and do NOT need fancy equipment or technology.

Once the weather warmed up, we hit our school yard to get running.  This is when I 
realized that the kids lacked the proper footwear to comfortably and safely train for 
a race.  That’s when I contacted Annie’s Locker.  The shoes that Annie’s Locker 
provided seemed to raise the student’s spirits, even though training was chal-
lenging.  The students’ attitudes toward training wavered a little when we got 
closer race day and I wondered how many students were going to show up.  
Much to my surprise, 14 of the students came out on the day of the race!!  Right be-
fore the run began, in front of the Annie’s Locker banner, I reminded them that no 
matter who wins, it’s the fact that they were there.  One thing we would say before 
each workout was, “Are you allowed to slow down? ‘yes’, Are you allowed to stop? 
‘No.”  They were nervous and as ready as they were going to be.  

The group thinned out as it normally does 
in a race.  The kids tried to stay with the 
staff that supported the program.  After 
double backing on the path, staff and 
students were able to throw out words 
of encouragement to each other. It was 
amazing to see the determination in the 
kids’ faces.  Some slowed, but NOBODY 
stopped.

What really made the day was the num-
ber of awards the kids’ earned.  Nothing 
I could have said or done would’ve had 
the impact that the recognition ceremony 
did.  Our girls’ team won 2nd place and two of our runners took third in their age 
groups.  The pride I felt seeing the determination and grit the students demonstrat-
ed gives me motivation to coach the kids again next year and hopefully the kids feel 
the same way too. 

THANK YOU ANNIE’S LOCKER FOR HELPING MAKE THIS POSSIBLE!!

Sincerely,
Bre Corey



YEAR END GIVING

As 2017 comes to a close, we are 
already in the planning stage for 
2018. Please consider a 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE donation to 
ANNIE’S LOCKER as you plan your 
end of the year charitable giving. 
We hope to continue to serve 
our mission of INSPIRING AND 
EQUIPPING PEOPLE TO LEAD 
HEALTHIER LIVES, but we cannot 
do it without your help! 

Thank you for your support!

Tax Deductible donations can be made 
at annieslocker.org or checks made 
payable to Rockford Road Runners c/o 
Annie’s Locker and can be mailed to: 
 
Annie’s Locker
c/o Fitness Works
3619 Morsay Drive
Rockford, IL 61107

Please make any checks out to 
Rockford Road Runners c/o Annie’s 
Locker.  Annie’s Locker, governed 
by Rockford Road Runners, a 
member of the Road Runner’s 
Club of America, is a charitable 
organization that is exempt from 
the federal income taxation under 
Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, and contributions 
to it generally are deductible for 
federal income tax purposes.  
Consult your tax advisor for details
.

We’ve been receiving some awesome THANK YOU’S from the recipi-
ents of SHARE A PAIR 2017. THANK YOU for your contribution to this 
very important effort. YOUR DONATION HAS MADE A DIFFERENCE!

THANK YOU!

Go to www.annieslocker.org 
to find out how you can help 

or how we can help you or 
your organization. LIKE us on 

Facebook, and watch for 
upcoming projects and 

volunteer opportunities. 


