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Annie's Locker, a Rockford area non-profit that INSPIRES 
AND EQUIPS PEOPLE TO LEAD HEALTHIER LIVES, was 
recognized in the Dec. 2014 issue of "Runner's World" for 
their recent success with their SHARE A PAIR drive that 
provided more than 1,000 pairs of shoes for local children in 
need (Photo submitted).
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"Share a Pair": Equipping Children to Play
Annie's Locker shares success with recent shoe drive for needy children

Annie’s Locker’s Annual 
Fund/Shoe Drive, Share 
A Pair, began in August 

2014, when several Annie’s Locker 
volunteers met with students, parents, 
and grandparents to register and size 
children from Lewis Lemon, King, and 
Beyer schools. Gym shoes, like school 
supplies, are necessary for every child 
to participate in normal gym activities. 
We believe that physical activity 
makes you a better student. Children 
need to run, jump, and play to channel 
energy and to improve their minds for 
academic success. Proper footwear is a 
necessary component of this! The three 
schools we picked for this year’s annual 
fund drive have student populations that 
are over 98 percent state assisted. We 
were also able to send shoes to several 

other schools including Nelson, Bloom, 
Nashold, Flinn, and Ellis. 

The very heart of Annie’s Locker’s 
Running For Two initiative was the 
driving force behind Share A Pair. We 
know that gym shoes will act as a tool 
to improve the children’s health and 
academic performance. Our goal of 
900 shoes was met, but the real goal 
of reaching children and planting a 
seed of wellness, physical activity and 
fellowship will be fun to watch happen.

So many individuals, organizations, 
churches and businesses supported 
Annie’s Locker!

Our volunteers were amazing. 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
our fundraiser with their time or by 
donating money or shoes.

Until next year...

Written by Terri Odell, Annie’s Locker 
Vice President

Finally, the shoes arrived at 
King, Beyer and Lewis Lemon 
schools.  Our goal of collecting over 
900 shoes was met, but the real goal 

of reaching children and planting a 
seed of wellness, physical activity 
and fellowship will be fun to watch 
happen.

Holy Family students helping tie the Running For Two tags on the shoes.

After shoes and financial donations 
were collected from our generous 
donors, Annie’s Locker recruited the 
help of Holy Family School to add 

the finishing touches to the shoes.  
Hundreds of children grades K-5 
helped us tie our Running For Two 
tags to prepare the shoes for dispersal.

Then, the shoes made a second stop 
at the Ethnic Festival in downtown 
Rockford as part of the International 

Day of Peace.  Hundreds of shoes lined 
the path of a labyrinth and were later 
presented to each student in need.

Labyrinth of shoes at the Ethnic festival in Rockford.

Children 
at King 
learning 
about 
Annie’s 
Locker and 
Share A 
Pair before 
being given 
their shoes 
(Photos 
submitted).

About Annie’s Locker – 
Our Mission: Inspiring and equipping people to lead healthier lives.

Our Vision: Improved physical fitness can have a positive impact on all areas of people’s lives.  
We hope to help people find their “wings”.

Our Heart: Annie’s Locker was started in 2008.  Inspired by a fellow runner who died in 2007, 
the idea was born to do something to inspire people toward a healthier lifestyle. Running For Two 
is about keeping a metaphorical candle burning for someone in need while running or exercising.  

Annie’s Locker and Running For Two are not just about running – we are planting seeds in our world, 
building community, and assisting those who are struggling.


