
2016 SHARE A PAIR
Equipping Children to Play

Thank you for helping Annie’s 
Locker have another success-
ful Share a Pair campaign!  It is 
because of your unending sup-
port to Annie’s Locker that we 
are able to make a difference in 
the lives of students at McIntosh 
Elementary School and students 
of Cabo San Lucas, Mexico!

There are so many children in 
Rockford School District 205 that 
attend school without proper 
gym shoes and are not able to 
participate in gym class.  To 
many, gym shoes are seen as a normal school supply, like a pencil or pen, but not to 
all.  How can we expect our young students to grown into healthy adults if they cannot 
run or play with gym shoes? How can Physical Education teacher inspire students to 
love fitness if their feet hurt from improper footwear?  So…we wondered, how could 
Annie’s Locker help?

We thought…Rockford is a generous community, maybe they could help us financially 
support the purchase of suitable shoes.  With the help of Steve Jaycox, owner of Run-
ner’s Image, his Saucony brand shoe rep, and generous sock donations from Swedish 
American Hospital, we were able to deliver 338 pairs of gym shoes and athletic socks 
to all of the students at McIntosh Elementary School.

In April 2016, we asked the students of McIntosh Elementary to do a little philanthrop-
ic work themselves.  From April – May, the students collected “Pennies for Tennies.”  
The students collected almost $600.00 of coins to purchase shoes for students at 
Leonardo De Gastelum School in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.  Leonardo de Gastelum 
School was all but destroyed in the Odile Hurricane of 2014.

The students of Leonardo De Gastelum School live in a similar neighborhood to the 
students of McIntosh.  Mexico does not offer state aid or welfare to families, so the 
students that attend the school usually have one pair of shoes that they share with a 
sibling.  The school offers morning and afternoon classes  (Continued on next page)

Annie’s Locker was started in 2008. 
Inspired by a fellow runner who died 
in 2007, the idea was born to do 
something to inspire people toward 
a healthier lifestyle.

Our Mission
Inspiring and equipping people to 

lead healthier lives.

Our Vision 
Improved physical fitness can have 

a positive impact on all areas of 
people’s lives. We hope to help 

people find their “wings.”

Our Heart
Running For Two (R42)

In 2007, a fellow runner and friend 
battling cancer asked for one thing: 
“Please run for me until I can run 
again.” That request from our name-
sake, Annie, was the seed that later 
grew into Annie’s Locker. Running 
for Two is about keeping a meta-
phorical candle burning for someone 
in need while running or exercising. 
Running For Two for someone who 
is struggling can be a very powerful 
form of prayer and support. We have 
“run” for many and have seen amaz-
ing things happen while Running For 
Two. Annie’s Locker and Running For 
Two is not just about running–we are 
planting seeds in our world, building 
community, and assisting those who 
are struggling. Our goal is to inspire 
our recipients as well as our donors 
and volunteers.
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ANNIE’S LOCKER IS SEEKING 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 2017

Have passion for our mission? 
We are always seeking new 
volunteers in many areas. 

Visit annieslocker.org for more 
information and to sign up today!
Email info@annieslocker.org

 A MESSAGE FROM OUR Board
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so the siblings are arranged to attend different class times.  Because the students 
of McIntosh collected so much money from Pennies for Tennies, Annie’s Locker was 
able to purchase over 60 pairs of gym shoes for the students.  And, with the gener-
ous help of Swedish American Hospital, we were able to donate 60 pairs of athletic 
socks to the students as well.

On October 31, Leonardo de Gastelum in Cabo San Lucas received the 60 pairs of 
shoes and socks.  Annie’s Locker fundraising chair, Terri Odell, traveled to the school 
and delivered the shoes and socks to the students.

The idea is to give proper gym 
shoes to students so they can 
develop better health skills, 
teach students to give back to 
others, and develop a program 
that will reach more children.  
Gym shoes and socks are so 
simple, but can be so impactful 
when given to the right audience. 

Is THANK YOU enough?  
Probably not, but it’s all we can 
say. Thank you, thank you, thank 
you.

Sincerely, 
Terri Odell, Fundraising Chair

This adorable card (pictured right) 
was sent to us by the children of 
Leonardo de Gastelum School in 
Cabo San Lucas!

Giving purpose to a healthy Lifestyle
paying it forward: lessons in charity
Once again, we stayed true to the “inspire” part of our mission while preparing shoes 
for Share A Pair. After financial donations were collected from our generous donors, 
and shoes were purchased with the help of Runner’s Image and Saucony, Annie’s Locker 
recruited the help of some of our youngest “Angels” to add the finishing touches to the 
shoes. This gave us a rare and very important opportunity in our community to edu-
cate and inspire our future, the children of Rockford, to give and help others. Seeing 
the shoes and understanding who they are for (someone their own size) really helped 
them understand why they were helping. We had a chance to share the Heart of Annie’s 
Locker, Running For Two, and ask them to “RUN JUMP or PLAY for those who can’t.” 
Annie’s Locker hopes that this is planting a seed in our helpers’ hearts to think outside 
themselves.  

Annie’s Locker hopes that as we assist people, they will become inspired to help others 
in need, in a pay it forward concept. Share A Pair is an opportunity to reach out to chil-
dren and to educate them about the fact that a healthy body can ‘open doors’ for them 
and that when their bodies are fit, it can improve all areas of their lives. 

While providing children with 

the physical tools they need to 

lead fit, healthier lives, we are 

also challenging them to think 

beyond themselves, to change 

the direction of our city not just 

by running for themselves but 

also by inspiring others, 

motivating them and sharing 

their love and the joys of the 

benefits of a healthier lifestyle.

ANGELS ON SITE



WE are so very happy to announce the success of our Share A Pair DRIVE. 
Together, we did it! This was truly a whole COMMUNITY EFFORT. Here are 
some local groups who assisted us by fundraising with CREATIVE GIVING! 
Annie’s Locker was thrilled to receive the donations and intrigued by the 
creative methods of acquiring donations for charity. We hope these sto-
ries provide inspiration to others to look for novel ways of having fun with 
friends and family while helping others. We all have struggles, but together 
we can overcome.

CREATIVE GIVING

$1 CRAZY SOCKS DAY
Some very special little friends 
assisted us with funding in a de-
lightful way. Over 350 children 
at Holy Family Catholic School 
each donated $1 and wore 
CRAZY SOCKS to help bring 
awareness to Annie’s Locker 
and help us fund our shoe drive. 
Thank you Holy Family kids! 
Your creative efforts to help 
others in need are greatly 
appreciated!

TEXAS HOLD’UM 
Thirteen years ago, Craig and Megan 
Passler, came up with an idea that it 
would be fun to have a poker tourna-
ment which was at about the same 
time Texas Hold’em was getting a 
lot of attention on TV. Megan recom-
mended running it as a charity. It was a 
hit the first year and has continued for 
13 years. In 2016 Annie’s Locker was 
selected as their charity to support. 
Together, the attendees and founders 
of the tournament were happy to sup-
port an organization that is equipping 
and inspiring others to live healthier 
lives, especially through their work with  
kids.

CORPORATE GIFT MATCH
Al and Bridget Sheriff, donors who 
work at United Technologies Aerospace 
Systems (UTAS- formerly Hamilton 
Sundstrand) here in Rockford, doubled 
their generous gift through UTAS’ 
Matching Gift program.  It did not take 
them more than 5 minutes of adminis-
trative time to DOUBLE their gift.  Just 
another example of creative giving and 
why Annie’s Locker is so grateful.  

PENNIES FOR TENNIES
When the staff on the 9th Floor 
Medical/Surgical Unit at Swed-
ish American Health System 
heard about the recipients of 
our shoe drive this year raising 
money to help other children 
in need, they got started with 
their own collection. The staff  
made their own sign and col-
lected money towards “Pen-
nies for Tennies” for the 2016 
Annie’s Locker Share-A-Pair 
shoe drive for the kids at McIn-
tosh School. Thanks to all that 
donated their spare change and 
dollars!

TRAINING FOR KIDS IN NEED
For the last 3 years, The FIT, a local 
gym, held a SUPERFIT class with all 
proceeds going to Annie’s Locker. They 
have raised hundreds of dollars for 
Share-A-Pair!

RUNNER’S IMAGE LENDS A 
HAND
A special Annie’s Locker thank you to 
Steve Jaycox from Runner’s Image and 
his Saucony representative who worked 
hard to get us the absolute best price 
on shoes so each child would get a qual-
ity pair of running shoes. He also rolled 
up his sleeves to load all the shoes and 
deliver to McIntosh! Thank you Steve!



YEAR END GIVING

As 2016 comes to a close, we 
are already in the planning stage 
for 2017. Please consider a TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE donation to ANNIE’S 
Locker as you plan your end of the 
year charitable giving. We hope 
to continue to serve our mission 
of INSPIRING AND EQUIPPING 
PEOPLE TO LEAD HEALTHIER 
LIVES, but we cannot do it without 
your help! 

Thank you for your support!

Tax Deductible donations can be made 
at annieslocker.org or can be mailed to 

Annie’s Locker
c/o Fitness Works
3619 Morsay Drive
Rockford, IL 61107

We’ve been receiving some adorable THANK YOU’S from the recipi-
ents of the SHARE A PAIR shoe drive. With your help, over 338 pairs of 
shoes were distributed to local children in need enabling their participa-
tion in gym class and encouraging a healthy lifestyle. Enjoy these sweet 
messages and THANK YOU for your contribution to this very important 
effort!

THANK YOU!

Go to www.annieslocker.org 
to find out how you can help 

or how we can help you or 
your organization. LIKE us on 

Facebook, and watch for 
upcoming projects and 

volunteer opportunities. 


