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Annie’s Locker was started in 2008. 
Inspired by a fellow runner who died 
in 2007, the idea was born to do 
something to inspire people toward 
a healthier lifestyle.

Our Mission
Inspiring and equipping people to 

lead healthier lives.

Our Vision 
Improved physical fitness can have 

a positive impact on all areas of 
people’s lives. We hope to help 

people find their “wings.”

Our Heart
Running For Two (R42)

In 2007, a fellow runner and friend 
battling cancer asked for one thing: 
“Please run for me until I can run 
again.” That request from our name-
sake, Annie, was the seed that later 
grew into Annie’s Locker. Running 
for Two is about keeping a meta-
phorical candle burning for someone 
in need while running or exercising. 
Running For Two for someone who 
is struggling can be a very powerful 
form of prayer and support. We have 
“run” for many and have seen amaz-
ing things happen while Running For 
Two. Annie’s Locker and Running For 
Two is not just about running–we are 
planting seeds in our world, building 
community, and assisting those who 
are struggling. Our goal is to inspire 
our recipients as well as our donors 
and volunteers.
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SEEKING VOLUNTEERS
Have passion for our mission? 
We are always seeking new 
volunteers in many areas. 
Visit annieslocker.org for more 
information and to sign up today!
We are currently seeking:

• WEB CONTENT SPECIALIST
We are looking for a volunteer 
who is confident using 
Wordpress to regularly update 
our website.

• FUNDRAISING 
We are looking for volunteer to 
assist us in our year round fund 
raising efforts. 

2014 SHARE A PAIR
Equipping Children to Play

“I love this project, it’s concrete.” “I made sure 
I found a cute pair of shoes for the little girl I 
picked,” “I went to buy one pair of shoes, but I 
bought two instead, a boy and a girl, so no one was 
left out.” “How many pairs do you need and what 
sizes, I’ll buy them today.” These were just a few of 
the responses I received from donors.  

Annie’s Locker is a volunteer board that is hands 
on for all our events.  You may see us at races or 
passing out clothing and always spreading the word about Running For Two. This re-
mains the heart of Annie’s Locker’s Mission: “Inspiring and Equipping People to lead 
healthier lives.”   

Annie’s Locker’s Annual Fund/Shoe Drive, Share A Pair, began in August 2014, when 
several Annie’s Locker volunteers met with students, parents, and grandparents to 
register and size children from Lewis Lemon, King, and Beyer schools. Gym shoes, 
like school supplies, are necessary for every child to participate in normal gym activi-
ties. We believe that physical activity makes you a better student. Children need to 
run, jump, and play to channel energy and to improve their minds for academic suc-
cess. Proper footwear is a necessary component of this! The three schools we picked 
for this year’s annual fund drive have student populations that are over 98% state 
assisted. We were also able to send shoes to several other schools including Nelson, 
Bloom, Nashold, and Flinn. Because of our generous donors, we were able to reach 
our goal of 900 pairs of shoes!  

The very heart of Annie’s Locker’s Running For Two initiative was the driving force be-
hind Share A Pair. We know that gym shoes will act as a tool to improve the children’s 
health and academic performance. Our goal of 900 shoes was met, but the real goal 
of reaching children and planting a seed of wellness, physical activity and fellowship 
will be fun to watch happen.  

So many individuals, organiza-
tions, churches and businesses 
supported Annie’s Locker! 
Our volunteers were amazing.  
Thank you to everyone who 
helped our fundraiser with their 
time or by donating money or 
shoes.

Share A Pair was very successful 
and could never have happened 
without support from the 
Rockford community. 
Until next year...

Sincerely, 
Terri Odell, V.P. of Operations 
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ANGELS ON SITE

Giving purpose to a healthy Lifestyle
paying it forward: lessons in charity

This year we implemented a new project within Share A Pair to serve the “INSPIRE” 
part of our mission. After shoes and financial donations were collected from our gener-
ous donors, Annie’s Locker recruited the help of Holy Family School to add the finishing 
thouches to the shoes. On September 19th , hundreds of children grades K-5 helped 
us tie our Running For Two tags to prepare the shoes for dispersal. This gave us a rare 
and very important opportunity in our community to educate and inspire our future, 
the children of Rockford, to give and help others. Seeing the shoes and understanding 
who they are for (someone their own size) really helped them understand why they were 
helping. We had a chance to share the Heart of Annie’s Locker, Running For Two, and 
ask them to “RUN JUMP or PLAY for those who can’t.” Annie’s Locker hopes that this is 
planting a seed in our helpers’ hearts to think outside themselves.  

Annie’s Locker hopes that as we assist people, they will become inspired to help others 
in need, in a pay it forward concept. Share A Pair is an opportunity to reach out to chil-
dren and to educate them about the fact that a healthy body can ‘open doors’ for them 
and that when their bodies are fit, it can improve all areas of their lives. 

Inspiration, education and “walking the path to  
peace”
On Sunday, September 21, the Share A Pair shoes made a second stop on an  
important journey to INSPIRE.

As part of the International Day of Peace and a community effort to promote 
peace, a Shoe Labyrinth was installed at the Ethnic Festival in downtown Rock-
ford with hundreds of  pairs of gym shoes that were donated to the Annie’s 
Locker - Share A Pair Annual Fund/Shoe Drive. The newly collected gym shoes 
lined the path of the labyrinth and later were presented to each student in 
need.

While providing children with 

the physical tools they need to 

lead fit, healthier lives, we are 

also challenging them to think 

beyond themselves, to change 

the direction of our city not just 

by running for themselves but 

also by inspiring others, 

motivating them and sharing 

their love and the joys of the 

benefits of a healthier lifestyle.

Prior to distribution to our recipients, 
hundreds of pairs of brand new youth gym 
shoes were part of a community labyrinth 
installed by local artist Barry Gibby for 
International Peace Month at the Ethnic 
Festival in downtown Rockford.



WE are so very happy to announce the success of our Share A Pair DRIVE. 
Together, we did it! This was truly a whole COMMUNITY EFFORT. Please 
accept our GRATITUDE for all who helped us in so many ways to accomplish 
this huge goal!
      THANK YOU!

OVER 1000 SHOES!



YEAR END GIVING

As 2014 comes to a close, we 
are already in the planning stage 
for 2015. Please consider a TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE donation to ANNIE’S 
Locker as you plan your end of the 
year charitible giving. We hope 
to continue to serve our mission 
of INSPIRING AND EQUIPPING 
PEOPLE TO LEAD HEALTHIER 
LIVES, but we cannot do it without 
your help! 

Thank you for your support!

Tax Deductible donations can be made 
at annieslocker.org or can be mailed to 

Annie’s Locker
c/o Fitness Works
3619 Morsay Drive
Rockford, IL 61107
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We’ve been receiving some adorable THANK YOU’S from the recipients 
of the SHARE A PAIR shoe drive. With your help, over 1000 pairs of 
shoes were distributed to local children in need enabling their participa-
tion in gym class and encouraging a healthy lifestyle. Enjoy these sweet 
messages and THANK YOU for your contribution to this very important 
effort!

THANK YOU!

Go to www.annieslocker.org 
to find out how you can help 

or how we can help you or 
your organization. LIKE us on 

Facebook, and watch for 
upcoming projects and 

volunteer opportunities. 


