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OUR MISSION

Annie’s Locker collects and distributes new 
and gently used fitness gear to people in 
need. We would like to help them over-
come the first hurdle in becoming physi-
cally fit...proper gear! 

We believe that when a people are in good 
health, it can improve all aspects of their 
lives. Our hope is to help these people find 
their wings!

Annie’s Locker is a non-profit organization 
in Rockford, Illinois that supports people in 
need of proper fitness gear and provides 
race sponsorships. Annie’s Locker oper-
ates under the charter of Rockford Road 
Runners, a RRCA member club, a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization.

HOW YOU CAN HELP!

DONATE FITNESS GEAR
We will gratefully accept new or gently 
used running or fitness gear. Gear can be 
dropped off at Peak Sports Club and 
Fitness Works.

FINANCIAL DONATIONS
Tax Deductible donations (checks made 
payable to Annie’s Locker)

DROPOFF LOCATION and 
CHECKS CAN BE MAILED TO:
ANNIE’S LOCKER
c/o FITNESS WORKS
1641 N. Alpine Road 
Suite 208
Rockford, IL 61107

RACE SPONSORSHIPS
Race Sponsorships are for those hoping 
to challenge themselves, but cannot afford 
a race entry fee.

Donate any amount to help supply an 
entry fee for a race for one of our recipi-
ents. Scholarship recipients are selected 
through an essay process and may
apply at www.annieslocker.org

VOLUNTEER
E-mail us your name and phone number to 
find out about the many ways you can vol-
unteer your time and talents with Annie’s 
Locker. Join our list of volunteers today!
info@annieslocker.org

Annie’s Locker does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, family 
status or marital status. annieslocker.org

INSPIRING PEOPLE IN OUR COMMUNITY

ANNIE’S LOCKER CONTINUES TO HELP OTHERS 
SOAR TO NEW HEIGHTS

Inspired by a fellow runner who died in 2007, the idea was born to do 
something to inspire people toward a healthier lifestyle. Since then,  
Annie’s Locker has continued to spread its wings to our community and 
beyond. We are now in our 4th year and still going strong.

We believe that when a person is in good health, it can improve all aspects 
of their life. However, one of the biggest hurdles in becoming physically 
fit is having proper gear. Annie’s Locker reaches out to individuals to help 
them begin their fitness journey. 

Since the organization began in 2008, Annie’s Locker has:

 • Awarded over 50 race sponsorships
 • Distributed hundreds of fitness gear items to local non profits and   
  individuals. 
 • Set up the Annie’s Locker Gear Shop at Fitness Works where   
  recipients can “shop” fitness gear for free.
 • Purchased over 300 pairs of new socks for recipients through our 
  annual “Share a Pair” fundraiser.
 • Participated in weekly trainings and walked in 6 RRR circuit races   
  with women from the Rockford Rescue Mission
 • Brought guest speakers to the Rockford Rescue Mission’s Life   
  Recovery Programs and prepared and donated an inspiring video   
  of their residents running in races. 
 • Purchased over $7000 worth of exercise equipment to set up 
  THE ANNIE’S LOCKER FITNESS CENTER at the Rockford   
  Rescue Mission. 

With gratitude to all who have so generously donated and volunteered! 
We couldn’t have come this far without you!
    
    Carol Benthal-Bingley
    Founder & President, Annie’s Locker
    



RACE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE

With the 2012 racing season upon us, Annie’s Locker is looking for recipients of race 
sponsorships. Race Sponsorships are for those hoping to challenge themselves, but can-
not afford a race entry fee. Interested runners can submit a written statement of “why I 
love to, want to, or need to run.” Essays should be one handwritten page or roughly 250 
typewritten words in length. Children are encouraged to submit handwritten essays and 
are welcome to include drawings in their essays.
 
Send name, phone and typed essay to info@annieslocker.org
Handwritten essays should be mailed to:
 
ANNIE’S LOCKER 
C/O FITNESS WORKS 
1641 N. Alpine Road 
Suite 208 
Rockford, IL 61107
 
In addition, Annie’s Locker helps support local runners with proper fitness gear. We have 
a multitude of sizes available for men, women and children, so if you are in need, please 
email the above address to coordinate a convenient time to shop. Our volunteers will 
help you find the appropriate gear. If you have new or gently used gear to donate, it can 
be dropped off at either Peak Sports Club or Fitness Works.

Running For Two

Always	remember	you	can	share	your	
miles	with	someone	special	in	your	
life	by	“Running	for	Two.”

“Running	for	Two”	is	about	entering	
a	sacred	time.	A	time	to	keep	vigil...a	
metaphorical	candle	burning	for	
someone	in	need.	We	all	have	an	“An-
nie”	in	our	lives,	someone	we	love	
who	is	suffering.	Through	Annie’s	
Locker	we	now	strive	to	go	out	and	
light	our	own	fires	for	people	in	need.	

On	your	next	run	please	offer	up	some	
good	energy,	a	thought	or	a	prayer	for	
someone	who	is	struggling.
	
Please	consider	“Running	for	Two”.

ANNIE’S	LOCKER	T-SHIRTS
now	available!

Email	us	at	
info@annieslocker.org

to	find	out	how	to	get	your	
orange	“Running	For	Two”	

bandanna	or	an	
Annie’s	Locker	T-Shirt.

For more information on all the ways you can help make a differ-

ence with Annie’s Locker, go to www. annieslocker.org 

We believe that when a person is in good health, it can 
improve all aspects of their life. 

Race Sponsorship 
Recipient Sr. Stepha-
nie Baliga (Right) 
and friend Clair of 
Team OLA, at the 
Chicago marathon.

“I ran the race with 
the bandanna that 
you all at Annie’s 
locker gave me tied 
around my head. I 
was running for the 
intentions of so many 
wonderful people 
during the race that 
the “Running for 
Two” slogan was 
absolutely perfect for 
the race. I ran mile 
8 specifically for the 
intentions of Annie’s 
locker! You all were 
with me in spirit the 
entire race!”


