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Annie’s Locker was started in 2008. 
Inspired by a fellow runner who died 
in 2007, the idea was born to do 
something to inspire people toward 
a healthier lifestyle.

Our Mission
Inspiring and equipping people 

to lead healthier lives.

Our Vision 
Improved physical fitness can 
have a positive impact on all 
areas of people’s lives. We 

hope to help people find their 
“wings.”

Our Heart
Running For Two (R42)

In 2007, a fellow runner and friend battling 
cancer asked for one thing: “Please run for 
me until I can run again.” That request from 
our namesake, Annie, was the seed that later 
grew into Annie’s Locker. Running for Two is 
about keeping a metaphorical candle burning 
for someone in need while running or exer-
cising. Running For Two for someone who 
is struggling can be a very powerful form of 
prayer and support. We have “run” for many 
and have seen amazing things happen while 
Running For Two. Annie’s Locker and Run-
ning For Two is not just about running–we are 
planting seeds in our world, building commu-
nity, and assisting those who are struggling. 
Our goal is to inspire our recipients as well as 
our donors and volunteers.
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 A MESSAGE FROM OUR Board

WALKING IN THEIR SHOES—TAKE TWO!
By Terri Odell, Annie’s Locker Vice President

Annie’s Locker will once again follow our mission of inspiring and 
equipping people to lead healthier lives by committing to the 2014 
Share a Pair Drive! 
In 2013, through collaboration with the International Peace Com-
mittee and Youth Services, Annie’s Locker was able to provide 
new gym shoes to homeless children at 33 elementary schools.  
As part of the celebration of the 2013 International Day of Peace, 
a labyrinth entitled “Walking in Their Shoes” was created by Bar-
rie Gibby and installed at Rockford University.  It was comprised 
entirely of new children’s shoes; funds were raised to enable us to 
purchase 500 pairs of shoes.
We have been so inspired by last years’ success that our 2014 goal is to purchase 900 pairs of NEW gym 
shoes that will go to schools with the highest percentage of at risk and homeless children.
Your time, talent, and/or treasure will help make the 2014 Share a Pair Drive a success!  
Please contact us at info@annieslocker.org if you would like to be part of this worthwhile initiative. 

	

SEEKING COMMITTED 
VOLUNTEERS

• WEB CONTENT SPECIALIST
We are looking for a volunteer who is 
confident using a web content man-
agement system to regularly update 
our website.

•PHOTOGRAPHER/VIDEOGRAPHER
We are looking for a volunteer to at-
tend our event and take professional 
photos and videos.

UPCOMING EVENT
• SHARE A PAIR VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED
We are in need of volunteers to as-
sist at RPS 205 registration on Aug 7, 
to help measure and take names of 
those children in need of gym shoes.
info@annieslocker.org
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2014 SHARE A PAIR
Equipping Children to Play

We need your help to accomplish our goal of 900 pairs of NEW gym shoes for the homeless or impover-
ished children of Rockford Public Early Childhood and Elementary Schools. The success of this event is 
dependent upon you, our generous sponsors. As a community wide event, we would love to have your 
participation.  Please select one of the following levels of participation or donate new shoes at our dropoff 
sites (see complete list on page 2 of this newsletter):
	 •	Level	1	-	$1,000	Supports	the	purchase	of	50-100	pairs	of	shoes
	 •	Level	2	-	$500	Supports	the	purchase	of	25-50	pairs	of	shoes
	 •	Level	3	-	$100	Supports	the	purchase	of	5-10	pairs	of	shoes
	 •	Level	4	-	Donation	site.	Allow	for	your	business	to	be	a	drop	off	for	new	shoes
Make your gift go even further, double your donation. Does your company participate in gift matching 
programs? Check with your human resources department for the paperwork, your donation might be 
able to go twice as far with a matching gift program!

Tax deductible donations can be made through PAYPAL on our website or checks made pay-
able to Annie’s Locker.   
 MAIL FINANCIAL DONATIONS TO: ANNIE’S LOCKER c/o FITNESS WORKS

 1641 N. Alpine Road, Suite 208, Rockford, IL 61107

Your tax deductible contribution can help fulfill our mission! 
A	simple	pair	of	gym	shoes	can	make	a	huge	difference	in	a	child’s	life.	Please	help!



Go to www.annieslocker.org 
to find out how you can help 

or how we can help you or 
your organization. LIKE us on 

Facebook, and watch for 
upcoming projects and 

volunteer opportunities. 
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INSPIRED ESSAY

RUNNING FOR TWO

Biggest Loser Walk
By Samantha

This Essay was received by Annie’s Locker as a request for Race Sponsorship:

Hi! My name is Samantha and for me participating in the Biggest Loser Walk will be a 
phenomenal experience. My years that I invested in my madness, well that just speak for 
itself  right there. My health was not an important factor to me 13 months ago. Today I truly 
can say it is my new lease on life that motivates me to make a change not just mentally 
but also physically. I came in the Women’s Life Recovery at the Rockford Rescue Mission 
straight from Winnebago County Jail, I served 8 months. All I had was God, God’s Word 
and I. I never really had anyone that was truly healthy for me in my life besides my three 
beautiful girls. Alcohol was my codependency. I didn’t know or was taught how to stop. I 
wanted to but didn’t have anyone to turn to, too help me. I never really had a strong support 
system. My codependency to alcohol led me to jail and there is when God revealed his self 
to me and allowed me to see him work in my life. That’s when I realized I was never alone 
and he was my support all along. My walk with God has opened the doors of Women’s Life 
Recovery Program and I say this all because my need for sponsorship is very important to 
me I need a positive support system in my life. I have made poor decisions but today God 
is turning it all around for the good. And the choices I am making today are good ones an 
me being a part of the Biggest loser Walk is not just  about the physical appearance but 
also the growth in me spiritually that will be a part of my legacy that is being built today. 
So I am asking with all respect to please sponsor me and be the one to believe in the new 
me. I want to thank you in advance for allowing me to be a part of a life changing event. 
God Bless you!

We are so very proud of Samantha, as she 
not only achieved her goal of walking the 
Biggest Loser 5k, she also ran/walked the 
Meld 5 mile!! Way to go Samantha!

Spreading the Running 
For Two Philosophy… 
in Mexico

“On April 14, 2014, I ran a 10K race in Tabasco, 
Zactecas, Mexico and I dedicated it to my niece 
Ilse, who was recuperating from a medical in-
tervention. She was planning to run the 24th 
Carrera de Ramos 5K or Palm Sunday 10K & 
5K Run herself this same morning.  Since she 
couldn’t, I was Running For Two because she 
was not able to.”
Gonzalo Gomez Moreno pictured with his niece Ilse
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2014 
SHARE A PAIR

Equipping Children to Play

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO 
ACCOMPLISH OUR GOAL!!

MAIL FINANCIAL DONATIONS TO: 
ANNIE’S LOCKER 
c/o FITNESS WORKS
1641 N. Alpine Road, Suite 208 
Rockford, IL 61107

Drop sites for NEW childrens gym 
shoes (SIZES 12, 13, 1-4)

Fitness Works
1641 N Alpine Road, Suite 208
Rockford

The FIT
4227 Maray Drive, Suite #1
Rockford

Runners Image
219 E State Street
Rockford

Bischoff dentistry 
6726 Commonwealth Dr.  
Loves Park

The State Street Mile - 
August 2,  At Annie’s Locker table.  



Board Members, volunteers, donors and friends came 
together to celebrate A VICTORY for our recipients.
13 Race Sponsorships were awarded for the Meld 2M 
and 8k. We’re so very proud of all the brave ladies who 
challenged themselves to go beyond their comfort zone and 
CROSSED THAT FINISH LINE!! 

ANGELS ON SITE!



annual fund drive

proceeds benefit annie’s locker

2014 Share a Pair
equipping children to play

See our shoe drive results at the  
International Day of Peace Labyrinth

Prior to distribution to students, local artist and trained labyrinth facilitator 
Barrie Carter Gibby will construct a labyrinth using the donated shoes to 
celebrate International Peace Day!  A labyrinth is a walking meditation. It 
has only one path that leads from the outer edge to the center. Unlike a 
maze where you lose your way, the labyrinth is a spiritual tool that can help '

Share A Pair is an Annual Fundraiser by:

Hundreds of students in our schools don’t 
have the proper footwear for gym due to 
poverty or homelessness. 
 
Help us send needy students back to 
school with gym shoes so they can  
participate in gym and be active at home!

Our goal is to send 900  
students back to school  
with new gym shoes

 

by September 15 so we can 
buy in bulk in the sizes kids 
need! Tax deductible  
donations can be made:
• via paypal at ANNIESLOCKER.ORG 

• checks made payable to Annie’s 
Locker and mailed to: ANNIE’S 
LOCKER, c/o Fitness Works, 1641 Alpine 
Rd, Suite 208, Rockford, IL, 61107

Donate a pair of children’s 
shoes (sizes 12-4) at a  
community drop-off site:
• Fitness Works, 1641 N. Alpine Rd, 

Suite 208, Rockford, IL, 61107

• Runner’s Image, 219 E. State St, 
Rockford, IL, 61104

• For a complete list  of drop-off 
sites, visit ANNIESLOCKER.ORG

Tell your friends!

annieslocker.org

Donate by September 15 to 
share a pair in 2014!

*

*

How You Can Help

*


